
5-Minute Literacy Screening Tool 
 
Reading Sample A 

s​ ​ h​ ​ m​​ t​ ​ d​ ​ r​ ​ c 

 
Reading Sample B 

mom​​ bag​ ​ gum​ ​ red​ ​ hot 

 
Reading Sample C 

He is working.  He has a full time job. 

 
Note: If the student struggles to read Samples A, B, and/or C, the student may be an Emergent Reader. You can use the ABLE Test 
(available at abceng.org/assess) to determine a baseline and track progress. You can use the Phonics Level 1 and 2 lessons (available 
at abceng.org/library) to teach foundational literacy skills. Students who are able to read Samples A, B, and C relatively easily can learn 
about the unique patterns of English spelling and pronunciation using the Fast Track Phonics lessons (available at abceng.org/library).  
 
Reading Sample D 

The supervisor asked him to start 
tomorrow. It will be a difficult job, but 

the salary is good.  

 
Reading Sample E 

Every applicant is required to get a 
background check.  It is also a 

requirement to pass a drug test.   
What are two requirements for this job? 

 
For more information about this screening tool, please read the Assessment Guidelines available at abceng.org/assess. 
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Oral Questions (to help determine approximate Speaking/Listening Level) 
 

What is your name?  
Where are you from? 
Do you speak English? 
What languages do you speak?    

Students who struggle to answer these questions 
should be placed into either the Emergent Reader 1 
or ELL 1 class. Use the reading samples on the 
opposite page to determine decoding ability.  

Did you go to school in your country?   
   How many years?  

Students who have fewer than 6 years of formal 
education can usually benefit from structured literacy 
instruction in an Emergent Reader class.  

Students who give no answer or incorrect answers to some of these first six questions can generally be considered at the 
Low Beginning speaking level.  
 

Have you taken any English classes before?   
   What school did you go to?   
   What level were you in? 

It can be helpful to understand a student's previous 
English class experience when making a class 
placement decision.  

Have you had a job in this country?  
   What was (is) the job?   
   What did (do) you do in that job?  

These are open-ended questions to determine a 
student's listening and speaking skills. Consider the 
length and accuracy of the response, as well as the 
level of sophistication in vocabulary and grammar.  
 What kind of work did you do in your home country?   

   Tell me more about that.  

Students at a High-Beginning speaking level are able to give 1-word or short answers with basic vocabulary and 
developing grammar. Students at an Intermediate or Advanced speaking level are able to give longer answers with more 
sophisticated vocabulary and fewer grammatical errors.  
 
 
Guidelines for Understanding Beginners 
Within the Beginning Level, there are four types of students:  

 
Emergent Reader 1: Low decoding ability; low listening/speaking skills (Basic Literacy) 
Emergent Reader 2: Low decoding ability; higher listening/speaking skills (High-Low Students) 
English Language Learner 1: High decoding ability; low listening/speaking skills (Low-Beginning ELL) 
English Language Learner 2: High decoding ability; higher listening/speaking skills (High-Beginning ELL) 
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